
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2008-184-A- ORDERNO.2008-391

MAY 21,2008

Requestfor ConfidentialTreatmentof Annual

Reports

) ORDER GRANTING PBT

) TELECOM, INC.'S

) MOTION FOR

) CONFIDENTIAL

) TREATMENT

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

(Commission) on the Motion of PBT Telecom, Inc. (PBT or the Company) for

confidential treatment. As required by S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-612(1), on May 1,

2008, PBT filed with the Commission and the Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) the

Company's Annual Report for year ending 2007. With the Company's Annual Report

filing, PBT filed a motion requesting that certain information contained in the Company's

Annual Report be treated as confidential.

In its motion, PBT states that the Annual Report contains information that is

commercially sensitive and contains proprietary business information relating directly to

the Company's financial operations that should be exempt from public disclosure.

According to PBT, disclosure of such information would be harmful in light of the

competitive telecommunications environment and access to this information could give

actual and potential competitors an unfair competitive advantage. In accordance with the

guidelines set out in Commission Order No. 2005-226, PBT filed the Company's Annual
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Report in a separateand sealedpackageclearly marked "confidential" from the

Company'sfiled "public" version.By correspondencefiled May 14,2008,ORSadvises

thatit hasnoobjectionto theCompany'srequest.

A review of the material in questionin the Company'sreport establishesthat the

materialdoesprovidedetailedinformationconcerningPBT's businesswhich is sensitive.

The South Carolina Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") allows exemption from

disclosureproprietarybusinessinformationthatmeetsadefinition of"trade secrets."S.C.

CodeAnn. Section30-4-40(a)(1)statesthat matterswhich may be exempt from FOIA

include: "(1) Trade secrets,which are defined as unpatented,secret,commercially

valuableplans,appliances,formulas,or processes....Tradesecretsalsoinclude,for those

public bodieswho market servicesor productsin competitionwith others, feasibility,

planning, and marketing studies,and evaluationsand other materialswhich contain

referencesto potentialcustomers,competitiveinformationor evaluation."

Becausethe Commission finds that the Annual Report of PBT contains

competitivelysensitiveinformationandmeetsthe definition of "tradesecrets"asdefined

underFOIA, the Commissiongrantsthemotion.

IT ISTHEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. The Motion of PBT Telecom, Inc. for confidential treatmentis granted.

Accordingly, certain information containedin the Company'sAnnual Report for year

ending2007shallbemaintainedundersealandwithheld from publicdisclosure.
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2. This Ordershall remainin full forceand effectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

G. O'Neal Hamilton,Chairman

ATTEST:

C. RobertMoseley,Vice ChairmarO

(SEAL)


